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C. H. Robinson Corp. Headquarters
Eden Prairie, MN

C. H. Robinson needed a retaining wall on their 
new Corporate Headquarters building site. Just a 
month earlier, the project architect had learned of 
the ReCon “Series 50” retaining wall system in a 
box lunch program. He was impressed with the 
scale of the product and liked the look of a plinth 
block used on a large scale project in Jackson 
Hole, WY. Because the C. H. Robinson retaining 
wall needed to be quite tall, the scale of the 
“Series 50” units seemed more appropriate and 
the product was specified along with the plinth 
units to add additional interest to what was going 
to be relatively massive wall surface.

A property line adjacent to the Flying Cloud 
Airport presented another challenge. 
Complicating the issue was the fact that the soil 
was very sandy. Normally this is an excellent soil 
for use behind a retaining wall because of its 
ability to drain and relieve pressures but sand is 
also relatively free flowing and the cut to build the 
wall would encroach well into the airport property. 
ReCon enlisted the assistance of the wall design 
engineer, Civil Solutions Group and they came up 
with a design that would minimize the 
encroachment. The design also included the 
ability to accommodate a possible future roadway 
on the airports property above the upper terrace 
of the two-tiered wall. This satisfied the 
requirements of the Airport Commission and they 
granted a construction easement. Due to the 
coordinated efforts by the owner, architect, 
contractor, designer and the airport commission,  
Structures Hardscape Specialists was able to get 
the wall built very quickly and in time for the end 
on the Minnesota wall construction season.


